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Happy Thanksgiving Break to You ALL! 

Departmental News 

• A big WELCOME goes out to Judith Helfand, our 2020 Bob Allison (Allesee) Chair in Media! 

She will be teaching for us in Winter 2020, and will be leading some excellent workshops 

and discussions throughout the term—stay tuned for more information! Check out her 

website: https://judithhelfand.com/ 

• A big THANK YOU goes to Sheila Tomkowiak and her team, as well as Allison Elam, for all 

their hard work on this year’s Communication News! An added CONGRATULATIONS to 

MAYOR Tomkowiak, who was sworn in as the new mayor of Grosse Pointe City on Nov. 

18th! https://www.candgnews.com/news/new-mayor-council-member-elected-in-grosse-pointe-

city-115744   

 

• SPEAKING of the party…CALLING FOR RAFFLE ITEMS and CHARITY NOMINATIONS! 

 

 

 

 

 

• Joel Silvers short documentary “The Great Detroit Incinerator Battle: Civil Disobedience – 

May 16, 1988” was screened at a shutdown party on October 26, 2019 presented by Breathe 

Free Detroit, celebrating the closing of Detroit’s notorious incinerator. This event also 

opened the James and Rose Robinson Community Center (submitted by Kelly Gottesman). 

• According to the American Journalism Historians Association report, “History in the 

curriculum: An evaluation of media history programs in United States colleges and 

Mark your calendars for our ANNUAL Holiday Party on Tuesday, 

Dec. 10th, 1-3 p.m. in Manoogian 595 (and associated rooms) 

Brandon and Denise will be organizing the raffle this year. 

Please bring in any raffle/silent auction items you'd like to 

contribute AS SOON AS POSSIBLE-- BUT NO LATER THAN 

THURSDAY, DEC. 6 -- so they can set them up in the office for 

all to admire in advance (If you’re donating a perishable item 

or a service, just let them know and they’ll save a space and 

make a sign for it.) Past raffles have featured an amazing array 

of handmade and store-bought items, including gourmet 

baskets, original paintings/photos, jewelry, accessories, stuffed 

toys, decorations, books, baked goods, and more. Services 

(cooking, dog-walking, yard work, knitting lessons) are also 

welcome and are always popular. Raffle tickets will be 

available free at the front desk, where you'll also find a box for 

your generous donation to the charitable organization(s) we're 

sponsoring this year (cash or checks accepted). 
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universities”, Wayne State University’s undergraduate journalism program received an A 

rating! 

• PLEASE SPREAD the word that students should register for classes NOW—some have 

already filled to capacity, whereas others are under-enrolled. Failure of students to register 

in a timely manner may result in classes closing and limited options. 

• From the Dean’s Office: Please remember that the WSU Professional Record must have a 

cursive signature for it to be officially “signed”. Faculty can upload their signature and 

insert it as a jpeg on the signature line or they can provide a wet signature on the first page 

of the document. Note that the Provost’s Office requires that all documents have the 

required signature as part of any packet that is submitted to their office for review: P&T; 

Sabbaticals; CDC applications, URG applications. This is also the case for annual review. 

Student News 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

• A big CONGRATULATIONS to Sydney Wallace who recently took a job at Utah State 

University in Logan, UT! She will be joining their faculty in the Department of Languages, 

Philosophy, and Communication Studies in Fall 2020 as an Assistant Professor of Health 

Communication.  

• Kelsey, a PhD Candidate in the department, married her partner, Billy, on November 9, 

2019. Moving forward she will be using her new married last name. Kelsey Husnick is now 

Kelsey Mesmer. 

• Steve Ingham would like to give a shout-out to one of his students for helping this 

semester. Martina Rabajoli is in his Communication Theory course this semester, and was 

• Undergraduate Public Relations student Jaymi Gittens 

won the 2019 Donald P. Durocher Memorial Scholarship 

from PRSA Detroit. She received the award at the PRSA 

Detroit Annual Meeting November 21st, 2019, at The 

Community House in Birmingham. Congratulations, 

Jaymi! 

 

• Along with Dr. Nisansala Muthunayake, Erin Perry was a co-

presenter for the Graduate and Postdoctoral Professional 

Development seminar on Oct. 23. The seminar was designed to 

prepare graduate students for the 3-Minute Thesis 

competition. Nominees from Wayne State departments, 

schools and colleges will compete in the annual Graduate 

School competition during the Graduate and Postdoctoral 

Symposium on March 3, 2020. For more information about the 

competition, go to: https://gradschool.wayne.edu/professional-

development/three-minute-thesis. 
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in his Argumentation & Debate course last semester. He had an odd amount of students in 

Argumentation & Debate this semester, so Martina, in addition to all of her other 

classwork, wrote and engaged in two debates with one of his current students. She went 

well above and beyond expectations for success this semester! 

• Another shout out to Jamie Cobb, Darryl Frazier, Ariel Seay, and Laura Bruns for all their 

work on the CGSA Bylaws Review Committee over the past 6 months. 

• Several of our wonderful journalism students have had their work published on 

SPJDetroit.org. You can read work by Kelley O’Neill, Sarah Williams, DezTanie Stover, and 

Kathy Johnson by clicking here: https://spjdetroit.org/2019/11/student-journalists-cover-spj-

foia-fest/ Thanks to Beth Konrad for providing our students with this wonderful 

opportunity! 

Alumni News 

• Congratulations Josh Guitar who recently won the Top Paper Award in the Political 

Communication division at NCA and who just received word that he had his first article 

accepted for publication  in the Western Journal of Communication.    

Good Word on the Street about Teaching 

I recently came across an excellent article about narrowing or eliminating the preparation gap. 

Some keys include Structure, Transparency, and Practice. I highly recommend you check it out if 

you’ve often found yourself wondering how to close that gap: 

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Traditional-Teaching-May/243339?key=17K21y7n_SjUZ04t4-

9d7gzqSk82hdeFtUNY2878BMLahtxOtVSGrYrQa1C15ft2NHh5MThXM1dSLUNKcGFkdmNORHdEYlVmSTBsY3

hWRkVOT1RmTmtwbGhwTQ&fbclid=IwAR1rCMjawivbbXTHWW4yJ9ZG2_lA3T3ViySw3zt7z4fTIV2M8bDnk1

AqYKM 

Relatedly, we are ALL stressed and tired during this time of year—faculty, students, staff, 

administrators, everyone. When we are stressed and tired, it is easy to say or do something 

regrettable. Indeed, some of the most common complaints I hear this time of year include: 

publicly discussing a student’s grade or penalizing them in front of the class (grades are FERPA-

protected, and all discussions of grades should be done in a private setting); “shaming” a student 

for asking a question or not knowing the (right) answer (I know, it is in the syllabus, or you just said 

it 5 minutes ago…but still…); missing grades or not returning graded work in a timely fashion 

(easier said than done when you are grading 30, 10-page essays, but students need that feedback 

to help them improve); vague grading criteria or assignment instructions (see the article above); 

speaking with an angry or frustrated tone (this can put others on the defensive very quickly); or 

making last minute changes to the syllabus (due dates, grade weights, assignments, class 

meetings, etc. We might think these are helpful, but they can back students into a corner when it 

comes to their other classes). So, as we enter these final weeks, let’s all take a deep breath before 

we engage with…well…anyone, and treat others—and ourselves—with kindness, patience, and 

compassion.   


