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Kelly Donnellan, Assistant Professor, Media Arts and Studies 
Professor Donnellan's (MFA, American University) primary area of creative work 
is as an editor for documentary films. She is working on several films including a 
short documentary on a Virginia school dedicated to educating students with As-
perger's Syndrome. Her own documentaries explore personal subjects, often con-
fronting her perceptions about herself with the outside world.  

Friday, November 18, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  

Studio 8  

New Orleans Marriott  

555 Canal Street New Orleans, LA 70130  

Katie Rasmussen, Lecturer, Communication Studies 

Katie Rasmussen (MA, Ball State University)  is a lecturer in the Department of 
Communication where she teaches COM 1010: Oral Communication: Basic 
Speech. Currently, she is finishing her PhD in Communication and successfully 
defended her dissertation on restorative practices in schools on November 2nd.    

Denise Vultee, Lecturer, Communication Studies 

Dr. Vultee (Ph.D., English, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) teaches 

COM 1010: Oral  Communication: Basic Speech.  Her research interests are in 

metaphor and social media. 

Bryan McCann, Assistant Professor, Communication Studies 

Dr. McCannõs (Ph.D., University of Texas at Austin) scholarship operates at the   

intersection of rhetorical and cultural studies, with interests in rhetorical theory 

and criticism, race and racism, social movements, the prison-industrial complex, 

hip-hop, and communication activism. 

Welcome New Faculty 
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 Greetings from the Interim Chair  

 

Welcome to our annual Department of Communication Alumni Newsletter. I enjoy 
this process of developing the newsletter as I have the opportunity to see in one place 
the amazing activities and contributions of our faculty, students., alumni and staff.       
It reminds me of just what a pleasure and honor it is for me to be part of this vibrant  
department.  

 

We have come through a very challenging year and are entering another one.  As a result of dramatic cuts in 
state funding, Wayne State University had to address a budget cut of over 30 million dollars for the 2011-2012 
academic year, the largest in our history.  As a department, we pulled together to examine what we do and iden-
tified ways to do them even better within the resources we have. For example, we consolidated our doctoral 
program from two tracks (Media Studies and Communication Studies) into one. This allowed us to streamline 
the program and actually create much greater flexibility for our students and faculty.  In the process, we also 
realized the incredible variety of research areas our faculty represent and the many connections we have with 
each otherõs work. This creates even more opportunities for collaboration as well as student recruitment. So out 
of a painful situation, came an amazing opportunity to do what we do even better and create new initiatives.  

 

Even in the midst of this economic environment, we are growing! We hired 4 new faculty members. Three of 
those positions were new so we are now a department of 30 full time faculty members. This year, we are search-
ing for two more tenure-track faculty.  And with the promotion of Matt Seeger to the Dean of the College of 
Fine, Performing and Communication Arts in June, we are searching for a Department Chair this year as well.  
We are also embracing new media as one of the core themes for our curricula. Two years ago, we initiated the 
entirely online Graduate Certificate in Communication and New Media, which has been incredibly successful. 
Each of our areas is/has developed coursework in new media relevant to their focus.  In addition to our web 
presence, you can now follow us through our College on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

College of Fine, Performing, & Communication Arts Facebook Page: http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Wayne-State-University-College-of-Fine-
Performing-and-Communication-Arts/238857872821200 

 

College of Fine, Performing, & Communication Arts on Twitter 
(@WayneStateCFPCA): http://twitter.com/?lang=en&logged_out=1#!/
WayneStateCFPCA 

 
So enjoy our newsletter and please stop by to see us at the Department recep-
tion at NCA on Friday, November 18, 7-8:30 

 
Sincerely,  
 

Loraleigh Keashly  
 
Interim Chair  

Matthew W. Seeger is appointed dean of the 
College of Fine, Performing and Communica-
tion Arts, effective August 1, 2011. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wayne-State-University-College-of-Fine-Performing-and-Communication-Arts/238857872821200
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wayne-State-University-College-of-Fine-Performing-and-Communication-Arts/238857872821200
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Wayne-State-University-College-of-Fine-Performing-and-Communication-Arts/238857872821200
http://twitter.com/?lang=en&logged_out=1#!/WayneStateCFPCA
http://twitter.com/?lang=en&logged_out=1#!/WayneStateCFPCA


Page 3  

Alumni Updates 

Satoru Aonuma (Ph.D., 2005) ac-

cepted a new position at Tsuda Col-

lege as Associate Professor. Tsuda 

College is located in Tokyo and 

is the oldest women's college in Ja-

pan. 

John Arnold (Ph.D., 2007), after 

leaving Howard University, Depart-

ment of Communication, Assistant 

Professor and graduate faculty, he 

moved to Lane College (another His-

torically Black College) as Associate 

Professor of Mass Communication 

and Media Studies. He teaches new 

media and broadcast journalism. He 

is the area head of the Mass Commu-

nication Department, chair of Institu-

tional Board of Review, and a mem-

ber of the school's Technology Com-

mittee.   

Emily Anzicek (Ph.D., 2007) accept-

ed a new position as Basic Course 

Director at Bowling Green State Uni-

versity in August 2010.  She oversees 

approximately 45-sections of the 

1000-student COMM 1020: Introduc-

tion to Communication hybrid 

course.  She supervises about 35 

teaching assistants from the School of 

Media and Communication Ph.D. 

and the MS in Communication Dis-

orders programs. As of this fall, she is 

directing the implementation of a 

new textbook, assignments, and other 

course improvements for COMM 

1020. She is also in the process of 

developing a major assessment of 

student learning for COMM 1020, to 

be undertaken beginning in Fall 2012. 

Greg De Blasio (Ph.D., 2005) pre-

sented The Legitimation of Social Circus 

as Community Foundation in Metropolitan 

Cincinnati at the 2011 Coalition of 

Urban and Metropolitan Universities 

conference in October in Indianapo-

lis. He is completing a book on account 

management for public relations students 

and practitioners to be published by Sentia 

Publishing in 2012 

Shuhui Sophy Cheng (Ph.D., 2009) is 

currently Assistant Professor in the Depart-

ment of Communication Arts at Chaoyang 

University of Technology in Taiwan. She 

teaches courses in public relations. In 2011, 

she contributed a book chapter (with 

Donyale Griffin Padgett) entitled Nobodyõs 

Burden that examines three cases to reflect 

the American economic downturn during 

the Great Depression and the challenges 

older women faced during that period in 

American history. She has been listed in the 

upcoming Marquis Whoõs Who in the World 

2012 (29th edition). 

Gregg Chenoweth (Ph.D., 2003) is Vice 

President for Academic Affairs at Olivet 

Nazarene University in Illinois. He is a 

founding Board member for Starfish Fami-

ly Homes (an organization to assist abused 

and neglected children).  He was one of 

only 40 admitted to the American Academ-

ic Leadership Instituteõs Executive Acade-

my to cross-train Cabinet Officers in fi-

nance, fundraising, and enrollment manage-

ment. He also recently edited a publica-

tion (with Barbara Ragan) titled, Telos: The 

Destination for Nazarene Higher Education. 

Scott Crabill (Ph.D., 2007) recently re-

ceived tenure and promotion to Associate 

Professor in Oakland University's Commu-

nication program and has been appointed 

the Director of Integrative Studies, Special 

Initiatives, and Community Partner-

ships.  In this role he oversees the offices 

of Integrative Studies and Academic Ser-

vice Learning.  He is also responsible for 

the University's transfer articulation agree-

ments and coordination of the university's 

involvement with Michigan Works. 

Colleen Ezzeddine (Ph.D., 2006) is a 

part-time faculty member teaching COM 

1010 on the WSU main campus.  In ad-

dition, she is also facilitating training and 

providing professional coaching for un-

employed workers through WSU Execu-

tive and Professional Development.  She 

serves on the Board of Directors for 

Zaman International, a non-profit organ-

ization in Dearborn that assists marginal-

ized women and children with emergen-

cy food and clothing and job training.  In 

that capacity Colleen is assessing the 

organization's communication functions, 

risk management, and stakeholder rela-

tions. 

Brendan Kelly (Ph.D., 2006) has a new 

position as Director of the School of 

Fine, Performing and Communication 

Arts at the University of West Florida. 

The Department of Communication 

Arts, of which he is the Chair, has joined 

the former School of Fine and Perform-

ing Arts to facilitate the large and com-

prehensive unit. The school currently 

includes the Department of Communica-

tion Arts, Department of Art, Depart-

ment of Theatre, Department of Music, 

and the Center for Fine and Performing 

Arts. 

Tressa Kelly (Ph.D., 2001) is currently 

at the University of West Florida in Pen-

sacola, Florida.  Last year, she became 

the Director of Individual Events for the 

UWF Speech and Debate Team as well 

as the Course Director for the Basic 

Course. 

Katherine Lavelle (Ph.D., 2006) is Di-

rector of Forensics and Assistant Profes-

sor at the University of Northern Iowa. 

She is in the fourth year of her tenure-

track position. She has a couple of new 

publications that have been released. 

(Continued on page 4) 

COMMUNICATION ALUMNI  NEWS 



Page  4 COMMUNICATION ALUMNI  NEWS 

Alumni Updates Cont... 

Drawing from her dissertation she  pub-

lished an article on Yao Ming in the 

International Journal of Sport Communication 

(2011). She also has two new book 

chapters. One was released in May in 

the book, The Rhetoric of American Excep-

tionalism: Critical Essays (ed. by Jason 

Edwards & David Weiss). She has an-

other chapter coming out in the anthol-

ogy: Fallen Sports Heroes, Media, and Celeb-

rity Culture (ed. by Lawrence Wenner). 

This book should be out sometime in 

late fall/early winter. 

Michael Meadows (Ph.D., 2000) start-

ed his fifth year at Fisher College, Bos-

ton, MA. This summer he was promot-

ed to Division Chair of Management 

and Public Policy, where he oversees 

associate and baccalaureate programs in 

accounting, business, communication, 

computer science, criminal justice, early 

childhood education, fashion design, 

hospitality and tourism, management, 

and marketing. He is an associate pro-

fessor, and remains Program Director 

of the Communication & Media Studies 

Program.  The program graduated its 

first communication students last 

spring.  

Nicki Michalski (Ph.D., 2001) is an 

Assistant Professor at Lamar University. 

She oversees the public speaking pro-

gram and teaches a variety of theory 

and performance classes. She is an ac-

tive member of the University Honors 

Faculty, having just finished a two year 

term as assistant director of the Honors 

Program. She also currently serves as 

secretary to the Faculty Senate. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 3) Denise Oles-Acevedo (Ph.D., 2008) has 

a new position as Speech Communication 

Lecturer at Iowa State University in Ames, 

Iowa teaching courses in Rhetorical Criti-

cism, Gender and Communication, and 

Persuasion.  

Valerie Palmer-Mehta (Ph.D., 2002), 

Associate Professor at Oakland Universi-

ty, published an article (with Alina Halili-

uc) titled, The Performance of Silence in Cris-

tian Mungiuõs 4 Months, 3 Weeks, 2 Days, 

which was the lead article in Text and Per-

formance Quarterly 31.2 (2011): 111-129. She 

also has a chapter in Omar Swartz's 2011 

edited collection titled, Communication and 

Creative Democracy: Interdisciplinary Perspec-

tives. 

Robyn Parker (Ph.D., 2001) joined the 

faculty in the College of Business at Plym-

outh State University in New Hampshire 

as Associate Professor of Organizational 

Communication and Organizational Be-

havior. 

Peter Smudde (Ph.D., 2000) was pro-

moted to Associate Professor with tenure 

at Illinois State University, effective Au-

gust 2011. He was appointed Public Rela-

tions Program Coordinator, effective July 

1, 2011. He was awarded "Excellence 

Award for Outstanding Scholarly 

Achievement--Pre-tenure" from ISU's 

College of Arts and Sciences for 2010-

2011. He published an expanded version 

of his doctoral dissertation as the book, 

Public Relations as Dramatistic Organizing: A 

Case Study Bridging Theory and Practice by 

Hampton Press (2011). He published a 

new book, Inspiring Cooperation and Celebrat-

ing Organizations: Genres, Message Design and 

Strategies in Public Relations (with Dr. Jeffrey 

L. Courtright) by Hampton Press (2012). 

He has published articles in Public Rela-

tions Review and Communication Teach-

er and is writing a textbook on public 

relations management (corporate, agency, 

and nonprofit). 

Brian Sowa (Ph.D., 2002), Associate Pro-

fessor at Eastern Illinois University, recent-

ly became President of the Central Illinois 

PRSA (Public Relations Society of Ameri-

ca) for 2011-2012. 

Jeffrey Youngquist (Ph.D. 2007) is an 

assistant professor at Oakland University 

and was recently appointed the depart-

ment's Senior Advisor.  Oakland Universi-

ty has recently added a Master's program in 

Communication. Dr. Younquist has the 

pleasure of teaching the Introduction to Grad-

uate Studies in Communication class to the first 

batch of graduate students.  Over the last 

year, he has had publications in both the 

Journal of Language and Social Psychology and 

the Ohio Communication Journal.  He 

has several upcoming publications that 

should be available later this year or early 

next year including a book chapter in Trans-

formation in Teaching: Social Media Strategies in 

Higher Education (edited by Cheal, Coughlin, 

& Moore), a book chapter in Casing Organi-

zational Communication (edited by Wrench), 

and several contributions to the Encyclopedia 

of Women and American Popular Culture 

(edited by Misiroglu). 

Dr. Katheryn Maguire with Dr. Sandra Petronio 
and Interim Chair Dr. Loraleigh Keashly as she is 

awarded the Harriet Dowdell Bantz, Sandra 

Petronio, & Charles R. Bantz Faculty Research 
Award at  the NCA conference in 2010.  

callto:+1010-2011
callto:+1010-2011
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Forensics Team Update 

The Wayne State Forensic Union hosted and participated in a number of events in the 2010-2011 season. First, we hosted the visiting British De-

bate Team in October, 2010. Lewis Iwu (former president of the Oxford University Student Union & 2008 World University Debating Champion) 

and Mary Nugent (Cambridge University director of debate and former assistant to a member of parliament) visited Detroit for three days. A public 

debate on the topic, ñResolved ï This house would negotiate with terrorists,ò was held and a video of the debate can be found at: www.ustream.tv/

recorded/10286941. Second, we hosted nine tournaments during the season: a college and a high school debate tournament; a college I.E. tourna-

ment; the spring MIFA middle school tournament (with approximately 500 students and parents on campus); and 5 Detroit Urban Debate League 

(DUDL) tournaments. Third, we hosted or ran two summer debate institutes on campus. One camp taught fundamental debate skills to students who 

are not part of a competitive debate team and the other camp was a free camp for members of the DUDL. 

 

To cap off a very successful 2010-11 season, the debate team qualified two teams to the prestigious National Debate Tournament (NDT) in Dallas, 

Texas, bringing our total number of qualifiers to 53 since 1961. The two teams were Michael Leap and Alan Gocha and Harry Rai and Amrit Kam-

boj. As a squad, WSU debate finished the season ranked 20th in the nation, winning four tournaments, participating in 20 elimination rounds, and 

receiving 16 top 20 speaker awards. The varsity team Leap and Gocha won three of the tournaments, with victories at Clarion University, John 

Carroll University, and the University of North Texas. Leap was also named the Top Speaker at the 2011 American Debate Association (ADA) 

national tournament. Junior Varsity members Talya Slaw and Mark Jarrett were champions at Indiana University in Bloomington. The debate team 

has three new high school recruits joining the team and a handful of new novice debaters.  

 

The individual events team had a very successful year as well, riding on the strength of performances by several upperclassmen and some solid new 

members. At the National Forensics Association (NFA) national championship, the I.E. team had two quarterfinals appearances by senior Patrick 

Joyce in After Dinner Speaking and Impromptu. Additionally, the team finished the tournament in 8th place in the President Division II category. 

During the regular season, the team had 66 final round appearances and won four team sweepstakes awards. Of those appearances, the team was 

named champion 15 times. Joyce won 10 events overall, while teammates Sharayah Johnson won four and Arthi Chandrasekaran won one. Team-

mates Grace Hardin, Kenny Moll, Blair Walker, and Sarah Alaouie also had top 5 finishes at several tournaments. The I.E. team has recruited a 

number of solid new recruits and looks to have a highly successful 2011-12 season.  

 

For more updates and recent news, join us on Facebook at ñSpeech & Debate Team at Wayne State Universityò and on the web at 

www.wsuforensics.org. 

    

COMMUNICATION ALUMNI  NEWS 

Pictured: Dr. Kelly Young, Director of Forensics; Kyle 

Kellam, Ph.D. student & graduate coach; John Koch, 

M.A. student & graduate coach; Mary Nugent, British 

debater; Lewis Iwu, British debater. 

IE Team picture: Stephanie Wideman, Ph.D. student & 

graduate coach; Graceann Hardin; Sarah Alaouie; Shay 

Johnson; Arthi Chandrasakaran; and Blair Walker. 

http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/10286941
http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/10286941
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Burns, B., Herrmann, R.L., & Hertz, D. 

(2011). Michigan media law: A news-

room guide (3rd ed). Columbus, OH: 

McGraw Hill. 

 

Burns, B. (2011). The flying firsts of 

Walter Hinton: From the first trans-

Atlantic flight to the Arctic and the Ama-

zon. Jefferson, NC: McFarland Publish-

ing. 

  

Cherney, J. L. (2011). The rhetoric of 

ableism. Disability Studies Quarterly, 31

(3).  

 

Keashly, L. (in press). Workplace bully-

ing: The case of teen workers. Interna-

tional Journal of Adolescent Medicine 

and Health, 24(1). 

 

Keashly, L. (in press). Workplace bully-

ing and gender: Itôs complicated. In S. 

Fox & T. Lituchy (eds.). Gender and the 

dysfunctional workplace. Northampton, 

MA: Edward Elgar Publishing. 

 

Neuman, J.H., & Keashly, L. (in press). 

Bullies coming out of the schoolyard and 

into the boardroom: Combating abusive 

workplace communication. In J. Wrench 

(ed). Workplace communication for the 

21st Century: Tools and strategies that 

impact the bottom line. Santa Barbara, 

CA: Praeger. 

 

Maguire, K. C. (in press). Stress and 

coping in families. Cambridge, UK: Pol-

ity Press. 

Maguire, K., & Sahlstein, E. Under the 

gun: Army wivesô use of individual, so-

cial, and communal coping in the context 

of a wartime deployment. Won the Top 

Three paper award for the Interpersonal 

Communication Division, International 

Communication Association 2011. 

 

Hartnett, S.J., Wood, J.K, & McCann, 

B.J. (2011). Turning silence into speech 

and action: Prison activism and the peda-

gogy of empowered citizenship. Commu-

nication and Critical/Cultural Studies. 

Forthcoming. 

 

McCann, B.J. (2011). Queering exper-

tise: Counterpublics, social change, and 

the corporeal dilemmas of LGBTQ equal-

ity. Social Epistemology, 25, 249-62. 

 

McCann, B.J. (2010). Genocide as repre-

sentative anecdote: Crack cocaine, the 

CIA, and the Nation of Islam in Gary 

Webb's "Dark Alliance." Western Journal 

of Communication, 74, 396-416. 

 

Jenkins, C.D. & Griffin Padgett, D.R. 

(2012). [Re]interpreting objectivity: To-

ward a critical approach to news con-

sumption. In C.P. Campbell, R. Brown, 

C.D. Jenkins and K. LeDuff (Eds.), Race 

and news: Critical Perspectives (pp. 232-

251). New York: Routledge.  

 

Griffin Padgett, D.R. & Cheng, S. 

(2011). Resisting dependence and burden: 

On refusing to become a ñLittle Old La-

dyò. In R.E. Ray and T. Calasanti (Eds.),  

Nobodyôs burden: Historical perspectives 

on the struggle for old-age security (pp. 

147-169). New York: Lexington Books. 

  

Vultee, F., & Vultee, D.M. (2012, in 

press). What we tweet about when we 

tweet about disasters: The nature and 

sources of microblog comments during 

emergencies. International Journal of 

Mass Emergencies and Disasters. 

 

Vultee, F. (2011). I shot a prescriptivist 

in my pajamas last night: A grammatical 

disarmament proposal for editors and 

educators. Teaching Journalism and Mass 

Communication. 

Kalyango, Y., & Vultee, F. (in press) 

Public attitudes toward media control 

and incitement of conflicts in Eastern 

Africa. Media, War, & Conflict. 

 

Vultee, F. (in press). Man-child in the 

White House: The discursive construc-

tion of Barack Obama in reader com-

ments at foxnews.com. Journalism 

Studies.  

 

Collins, K., Kyle, G., Steffens, M., 

Vultee, F., & Wilkins, L. (2011). Re-

porting disasters on deadline. Mahwah, 

NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

 

Vultee, F. (2011) Securitization as a 

media frame: What happens when the 

media ñspeak security.ò In T. Balzacq 

(ed.) Securitization theory: How securi-

ty problems emerge and dissolve (pp. 

77-93). London: Routledge. 

 

Young, K. & Trapani, W. III. (2011), 

Controversy under erasure: Memory, 

museum practice, and the politics of 

magnitude in A. de Velasco & M. Lehn 

(eds.) Rhetoric: Concord and contro-

versy. Long Grove, IL: Waveland 

Press. 

 

Rowland, R. C.; Atchison, J.; Buescher, 

D.; Gerber, M.; Jarman, J. J.; Young, 

K. (2010). A report on the status of 

standards for tenure and promotion in 

Debate.ò A. Louden (ed.) Navigating 

opportunity: Policy debate in the 21st 

Century. Amsterdam: IDEA Press. 

 

**************** 

To Air in November 

Toledo Public Television:  
Watch for the short film by Kelly Don-
nellan, A Place to Belong: Asperger's and a 
School, that will air on Toledo Public Tel-
evision during the following dates and 
times: 

WGTE HD (main channel) 

Sun     11/20 @ 4:30 pm          

Wed     11/23 @ 4:00 pm         

WGTE Family 

Tues      11/22 @ 8:00 pm        

COMMUNICATION ALUMNI  NEWS 

Dr. Loraleigh Keashly with  Professor Marc 

Ruiz as he receives the Bernard Brock 

Award for Outstanding Scholarship in Com-

munication at the Welcome Back Luncheon 

August 2011.  
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Masters of Arts in Dispute Resolution hosts practitioner panel 

for the Hank Marx Lecture in Dispute Resolution 

The Seventh Annual Stanley òHankó Marx Lecture Series in Dispute Resolution took place at 
Spencer M. Partrich Auditorium, WSU Law School on October 20, 2011, which was National 
Conflict Resolution Day.  

 The topic, òInnovating with Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)ó focused on 
exploring creative possibilities of ADR in addressing and resolving challenging issues.  This year 
we chose a new format and brought together 3 experienced dispute resolution practitioners to 
talk about the creative ways in which they have applied ADR processes to address pressing sys-
temic problems in various settings.   

 Panelists Kenzi Bisbing, MSSA, LLSW, Youth Services manager, Oakland Mediation 
Center presented on òBullying in Schools: How does ADR fit?ó, Susan J. Butterwick, JD, 
consulting director of Family Programs, Wayne Mediation Center spoke on òADR:  Attend, 
Determine Needs, and Reduce Suspensions in our Schools.ó, and Marcia Lee, MA, Co-
director, Cap Corps Midwest, Capuchin Franciscan focused on òUsing Restorative Justice in 
the School of Life.ó  It became clear from the presentations and the lively Q & A afterwards 
that at the heart of these situations was the need to restore and enhance relationships and that 
we need to utilize whatever processes we have to address the specific need, i.e., òhave the forum 
fit the fussó. 

 The presentation and panel discussion were co-sponsored by the Association for Con-
flict Resolution, Michigan Southeast Chapter.   

 The Stanley òHankó Marx Lecture Series was established in 2004 by Mr. Marxõs three 
daughters in celebration of their fatherõs milestone birthday and in honor of his passion for alter-
native dispute resolution.  The lectures series continues as a forum to stimulate interest in ADR, 
peaceful methods of dealing with conflict, and carry on Hankõs legacy and passion for peace.  

Left to right: Dr. Bill Warters, Dr. Loraleigh Keashly, Sue Marx, and Colin Rule  

COMMUNICATION ALUMNI  NEWS 

Front Row: Marcia Lee, Sue Marx, and Kenzi Bisbing.  

Back Row: Susan Butterwick, Loraleigh Keashly, and Bonnie Hanes (President, ACR, Michigan Southeastern Chapter)  

 



Doctoral Defenses 
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Tonya Lawrence 

ñAn Africentric reading protocol: The specula-

tive fiction of Octavia Butler and Tananarive 

Dueò December 21, 2010.  

Advisor: Mary Garrett 

 

Thomas Hopkins 

ñThe gamefulness of Joel and Ethan Coenò  

January 10, 2011. Advisor: Jackie Byars 

 

Beth Heyart 

ñThe role of organizational climate and culture 

in service encountersò March 8, 2011.  

Advisor: Matthew Seeger 

 

Nicholas Schlegel 

ñSex, sadism and Spain: The Spanish horror 

film, 1968-1977ò March 22, 2011.  

Advisor: Jackie Byars 

 

Crystal Johnson 

ñAn examination of the primary and secondary 

effects of cyber-bullying: Development and 

testing of a cyber-bullying moderator/mediator 

modelò March 24, 2011. Advisor: Terry Kinney 

Anke Wolbert 

ñSaving the home of the tadpoles one tree at a 

time: A framing and pedagogical analysis of 

Wangari Maathaiôs Green Belt Movementò 

March 31, 2011.   

Advisor: Kelly Young 

 

Leah Omilion-Hodges 

ñMine? Yours? Ours? Reconceptualizing and 

recontextualizing the Leader-Member Rela-

tionshipò May 5, 2011. 

Advisor: Colin Baker 

 

Debbie James Smith 

ñThe Creative Content Programme and Audio-

visual E-Platform: An institutional analysis of 

Unescos influence on the development of inde-

pendent documentary content and production 

practiceò June 16, 2011.  

Advisor: Jackie Byars 

 

Cassandra Ulrich 

ñRiot or rebellion: Media framing and the 1967 

Detroit Uprisingò August 4, 2011.  

Advisor: Mary Garrett 

 

2012 Summer Doctoral Seminar:  Bringing Deliberative Democracy into Electoral Politics 

       MAY 30 - JUNE 2, 2012  

 

Talking about elections increasingly means exchanging anecdotes, recalling potent 

slogans, comparing outsized personalities, and dissecting carefully crafted campaign 

strategies. In contrast, weighing arguments, scrutinizing facts, and judging value con-

flicts occur less frequently in the public sphere. This seminar focuses on revitalizing 

deliberative discourse in the American electoral process to generate more substantive 

adversarial clash and, on occasion, encourage a sense of common purpose. We will 

examine how candidates campaign and voters vote in local, state, and federal elec-

tions, and we will evaluate reforms--real and theoretical--that could make for a more 

constructive and democratic electoral process in the United States.  

 

John Gastil (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin-Madison) is Professor and Head in the Department of Communi-

cation Arts and Sciences at The Pennsylvania State University. He published Democracy in Small Groups 

(New Society Publishers) in 1993 and has since continued to explore democracy and deliberation at different 

levels of analysis in By Popular Demand: Revitalizing Representative Democracy through Deliberative Elec-

tions (University of California, 2000), The Deliberative Democracy Handbook: Strategies for Effective Civic 

Engagement in the Twenty-First Century (co-edited with Peter Levine, Jossey-Bass, 2005), and Political Com-

munication and Deliberation (Sage, 2008). He also returned to the study of group behavior in The Group in 

Society (Sage, 2009) and co-authored The Jury and Democracy: How Jury Deliberation Promotes Civic En-

gagement and Political Participation (Oxford, 2010). The National Science Foundation has supported numer-

ous large-scale research programs in which Gastil has served as a principal investigator. He has also managed 

campaigns for public office in California and New Mexico.  

Erika Thomas 

ñRecognition of the Transgender Self: An 

Examination of the apology of ñThe Preg-

nant Manò  August 16, 2011.  

Co-advisors: Kelly Young and William 

Trapani 

 

Nick Romerhausen 

ñInternational Student Navigation though 

U.S.-American Colleges and Universities: 

An Autoethnographic analysis of discourse 

of analysisò  

October 31, 2011.  

Advisor: Sandy Pensoneau-Conway  

 

Katie Rasmussen  

ñThe Implementation of Restorative Prac-

tices in an Urban Middle Schoolò 

November 2, 2011.  

Advisor: Sandy Pensoneau-Conway 
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The organization welcomed a multitude of public relations professionals to Manoogian Hall, affording mem-

bers the opportunity to learn from and network with veterans of the industry. In addition, PRSSA members 

toured numerous Detroit-area public relations agencies in the first months of 2011, including Eisbrenner Pub-

lic Relations, Franco PR Group, Airfoil Public Relations, Jack Morton, Bianchi PR and the communications 

headquarters of General Motors. Wayne State PRSSA was also in attendance at Detroitôs first HAPPO event 

(Help a PR Pro Out), hosted by Identity PR. 

 

The chapter also focused efforts toward extending its outreach on campus and in the community. Over the 

summer, members volunteered their time in beautification efforts on Detroitôs West Side. Organized by 

Blight Busters, Motor City Connect and WXYZ Channel 7, the event was dubbed #bustup, inspired by Chan-

nel 7ôs engaged Twitter audience the #backchannel. Along with other volunteers, PRSSA members helped 

clear a vacant lot to make room for a new community playground and tear down a dilapidated building in the 

Brightmoor community, the largest demolition project Blight Busters has undertaken in its 23-year history. 

City Mission now hopes to use the space to expand its school, which lies adjacent to the lot. 

 

The chapter has already accomplished much in the first weeks of the fall 2011 semester. Wayne PRSSA has 

refined and expanded its online presence significantly. The chapter is increasing video uploads to its 

YouTube Channel and has launched Flickr and Foursquare accounts, all of which are streamed to PRSSAôs 

newly-redesigned website, www.wayneprssa.org. The chapter has also established office hours, welcomed 

guest speaker (and WSU alumna) Mary Henige, APR, and four members attended the PRSSA 2011 National 

Conference in Orlando. 

 

And just this month, Dr. James S. Measell was inducted into the 

PRSA Detroit Hall of Fame at the annual meeting and dinner held 

on Nov 3rd, 2011. The PRSA Detroit Hall of Fame is the highest 

recognition the chapter can bestow and recognizes a practitionerôs 

exceptional contributions spanning an entire career to the public 

relations profession, PRSA Detroit and the community. 

Two Wayne State PRSSA students were also honored at this event 

as recipients of the PRSA Detroit Durcoher Memorial Scholarships, 

two scholarships made available through the PRSA Detroit's Educa-

tion Fund. The award is open to any undergraduate student major-

ing in public relations, journalism, communications or a related 

field in southeast Michigan. Each scholarship is worth $2,000.00 

and supports tuition. Congratulations Liliana Medina and Tyler 

Gawenda. 

PRSSA Prepares Students for Career Success, Active Citizenship 

PRSSA Chapter President Greg Melvin 

helps with the clean-up effort. 

http://www.wayneprssa.org/
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On Thursday, April 7th, Dr. Richard Pineda, Associate Professor at the Univer-

sity of Texas at El Paso, presented the Bernard L. Brock Memorial Lecture at the 

Alumni House.  Dr. Pineda discussed the paradoxes of contemporary political 

rhetoric surrounding immigration and immigrants in the USA, highlighting the 

differential treatment of Mexican-Americans and Latina/Latino immigrants com-

pared to that of other immigrant groups.    

 

Dr. Pineda skillfully drew compelling illustrations from such familiar sources as 

film, the news, and television sitcoms, as well as his experiences in El Paso, 

where he is on several local nonprofit boards of directors and also a member of a 

government-related development advisory committee. Dr. Pineda also serves as 

the Associate Director of the Sam Donaldson Center for Communication Studies 

at the University of Texas at El Paso, and his research has been published in such 

journals as Argumentation and Advocacy, Text and Performance Quarterly, and 

The Free Speech Yearbook. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernard L. Brock was a 

Professor of Communica-

tion, gifted scholar, noted 

author. Dr. Brock was a 

supportive and committed 

mentor and colleague, and 

a dedicated and inspiring 

teacher for 35 years at WSU. 

During this time he di-

rected more than 30 doctor-

al dissertations. 

Bernard Brock Lecture Summary 

 

The Michigan Creative Film Alliance is the first arts-related joint venture between students and faculty at 

Michiganôs top three research universities: Michigan State University, University of Michigan, and Wayne 

State University.  In 2010, these universities launched an historic, innovative, collaborative alliance to drive 

talent and resources toward the creation and sustainment of an indigenous film community across the state. 

The Alliance provides both classroom and professional environment for students to utilize their own talents 

and skills in the production of a short film, while being mentored by top instructors and leading professionals 

in the field. Juanita Anderson (lecturer, Media Arts and Studies) directs the initiative for WSU. 

 

 In its inaugural year, 22 select students from the three universities conceived, directed, produced and edited 

ñApplevilleò which premiered in March 2011 at the Detroit Film Theatre.  This summer, the Alliance em-

barked upon its second collaborative production, ñBeauty Queen,ò a 30-minute film about a high school stu-

dent who must deal with alopecia as she faces a beauty pageant that could provide a scholarship for her col-

lege tuition. WSUôs Anna Fleury (M.A. Candidate in Media Arts ) is the director of this yearôs production. 

WSU production team members also include undergraduate Film/Media Arts and Studies majors Tinisha 

Brugnone (co-producer/production manager), Kyle Gleisner (co-director of photography & post-production 

supervisor), Jessica Gilmore (production coordinator), Alexander Petrylka (script supervisor), Patrick 

Simpson (D.I.T.), Colin Maschinski (gaffer), as well as Theatre major Madeline Greenwalt (costume/

makeup designer) and Public Relations major Miranda Crace (PR coordinator). Stay tuned. http://www.mi-

cfa.com/ 

Michigan Creative Film Alliance 
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George Ziegelmueller Update 

George has had another outstanding year!  Despite a few nagging health problems, overall he is 

feeling great. He continues to work with his therapist in the gym and is focused on learning how to use a 

walker to improve his mobility. George has especially enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren over 

the past summer.  He is continuing his scholarly research and is engrossed in the upcoming Presidential 

election.  If you are interested in discussing politics he would love to talk to you! 

George wants to thank all the alumni who have stopped in to visit and let you know that he greatly 

appreciates your time.  For those of you have not had a chance to visit, Chicago is a beautiful place for a 

trip, even in the winter! He wishes everyone a healthy and productive semester and hopes to see you soon. 

Alumni Visit George. Front row: David Getto, George Ziegelmueller, Gloria Pappas 

Back row: Art Voisin, Tom Pappas, Sue Nine, Mary Voisin, Ed Pappas, Paul Nine, Nancy Ziegelmueller  

Dean Matthew Seeger visits with George. 

Debate students Jake Justice and Kristen Messina 

visit with George. 
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Scheduled Presentations at WSU @ NCA 2011 

Graduate Students 

 

Sadaf Ali 
¶ Co-constructing Emergency Commu-

nication Environments through the 

Voices of Stakeholders  

Saturday, November 19 

2:00 PM - 3:15PM  

Sheraton New Orleans 

Room: Salon 817-Eighth Floor  

 

Daria S. Heinemann 

¶ Taking Dispute Resolution to New 

Heights. Proposal to Apply ODR to 

Airline Customer Service    

Friday, November 18 

8:00 AM - 9:15 AM 

New Orleans Marriott. 

Room: Balcony J-Fourth Floor  

¶ Whatôs in a Voice? Content Analysis 

of Instructor Introductions in Online 

Courses.   

Saturday, November 19 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM 

New Orleans Marriott 

Room: Mardi Gras C-Third Floor  

¶ 'I Heard It in His Voice:' Relational 

Presence, Absence, and Maintenance 

in the Context of a Wartime Deploy-

ment.  

Friday, November 18 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans. 

Room: Grand Ballroom A- Fifth Floor  

Jehoon Jeon 

¶ Effect of Attention to Conflicting Me-

dia Health Information on Behavioral 

Intention and Post-Decisional Regret:  

Mediating Role of Experienced Fear, 

Threat Appraisal, and Coping Ap-

praisal.  

Thursday, November 17 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM, 

Sheraton New Orleans 

Room: Napoleon D3-Third Floor  

Kyle Kellam 

¶ The Uses of Sport: Identity, Politics, 

Activism Conspiracy  

Saturday, November 19 

9:30 AM- 10:45 AM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Napoleon A3-Third Floor  

¶ Rhetoric Meets the Apocalypse 

(Again): The Ambiguous Voice of the 

Zeitgeist Movement   

Saturday, November 19 

11:00 AM - 12:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Maurepas-Third Floor  

 

John Koch 
¶ War Rhetoric and Protest: Challeng-

ing Presidential Foreign Policy Doc-

trines  

Friday, November 18 

11:00 AM- 12:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Salon 829-Eighth Floor 

 

Arata Miyazaki 
¶ Acknowledging Sources Makes You a 

Better Speaker 

Friday, November 18 

11:00 AM-12:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Grand Ballroom D/E-Fifth Floor 

¶ PM Language performance, multiple 

social roles, and identities: Surviving 

as a researcher, an assistant instructor, 

and a student in the higher-education 

institution  

Sunday, November 20 

8:00 AM-9:30 AM   

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Napoleon C2-Third Floor  

 

Leah Omilion Hodges, 
(Ph.D, 2011)  
¶ Leader-Member Exchange, Social 

Exchange, and Economic Exchange as 

Predictors of Employee Organization-

al Citizenship Behavior and Counter-

productive Workplace Behavior  

Saturday, November 19 

12:30 PM -1:45 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Nottaway-Fourth Floor  
 

Laura E. Pechta 
¶ Co-constructing Emergency Commu-

nication Environments through the 

Voices of Stakeholders  
Saturday, November 19 

2:00 PM- 3:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Salon 817-Eighth Floor  

¶ Value-based Responses to Crises: 

Constructing an Ethical Frame  

Thursday, November 17 

2:00 PM -3:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Rhythms III-Second Floor  
 

Nathan T. Stewart 
¶ Rhetorical (Re) Constitution of 

ADHD: Narrative Representation of 

Potential ADHD Counter-Identity 

Discourses 
 

                           (Continued on page 13) 
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Kyle Kellam was awarded the Graduate Student 

Service Award. He is pictured with Interim Di-

rector of Graduate Studies, Dr. Pradeep Sopory, 

and Interim Chair, Dr. Loraleigh Keashly. 

Rebecca Mahfouz was awarded the Elizabeth 

C. Youngjohn Undergraduate Teaching 

Award. Pictured here with Introductory Course 

Director Dr. Sandy Pensoneau-Conway and  
Interim Chair Dr. Loraleigh Keashly.  
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Saturday, November 19 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: La Galerie 4-Second Floor  

¶ Rhetoric and Risk: The 2010 Michigan 

Fish Advisory   

Friday, November 18 

2:00 PM-3:15 PM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: Balcony I-Fourth Floor 

 

Christine Stover 

¶ Co-constructing Emergency Com-

munication Environments through 

the Voices of Stakeholders 

Saturday, November 19 

2:00 PM-3:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans 

Room: Salon 817 - Eighth Floor  

 

Stephanie Wideman 
¶ Distilled Voices of War: A Visual 

Criticism of Protester Images and the 

Representation of Dissent in the 2011 

Middle East Revolutions   

Friday, November 18 

11:00 AM-12:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room Salon 829-Eighth Floor  

¶ Argumentation And Forensics Divi-

sion Business Meeting  

Thursday, November 17 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room:  Bayside C-Fourth Floor  

 

Faculty 

 

Colin R. Baker 
¶ Leader-Member Exchange, Social 

Exchange, and Economic Exchange as 

Predictors of Employee Organizational 

Citizenship Behavior and Counterpro-

ductive Workplace Behavior    

Saturday, Nov 19 

12:30 PM-1:45 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Nottaway - Fourth Floor  

   

James Cherney 
¶ Rhetoric and Risk: The 2010 Michigan 

Fish Advisory.   

Friday, Nov 18 

2:00 PM-3:15 PM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: Balcony I - Fourth Floor  

¶ Disability and Performance in Com-

munication  

Friday, November 18 

9:30 AM-10:45 AM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: La Galerie 4 - Second Floor  

¶ Caucus on Disability Issues Business 

Meeting     

Saturday, November 19 

11:00 AM -12:15 PM  

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: La Galerie 4 - Second Floor  

 

 Katheryn C. Maguire 

¶ Giving Voice to Communication Re-

search: A Review and Synthesis of the 

Family Stress and Coping Literature 

from a Communication Perspective  

Friday, November 18 

8:00 AM -9:15 AM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Grand Ballroom B - Fifth Floor  

¶ 'I Heard It in His Voice:' Relational 

Presence, Absence, and Maintenance 

in the Context of a Wartime Deploy-

ment 

Friday, November 18 

12:30 PM- 1:30 PM  

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Grand Ballroom A - Fifth Floor  

 

Bryan J. McCann 
¶ SEMINAR: Revolutionary Voices: 

Marxism, Communication, and Social 

Change 

Wednesday, November 16 

10:30 AM- 5:30 PM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: Bonaparte - Fourth Floor  

¶ Toward a Hermeneutics of Radical 

Imagination 

Thursday, November 17 

2:00 PM - 3:15 PM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Salon 825 - Eighth Floor  

¶ Thug Life: Outlaw Emotion and the 

Meaning(s) of Tupac Shakur 

Friday, November 18 

9:30 AM- 10:45 AM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Napoleon A1 - Third Floor  

¶ Junior and Contingent Faculty: Voices 

of Activism from Windowless Offices  

Friday, November 18 

11:00 AM- 12:15 PM 

New Orleans Marriott  

Room: Beauregard - Fifth Floor  

Finding Voice in the ñPrison Abolitionò 

Movement 

Saturday, November 19 

8:00 AM-9:15 AM 

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Salon 817 - Eighth Floor  

¶ Prison Communication: Activism Re-

search and Education (PCARE)  

Saturday, November 19 

9:30 AM -10:45 AM   

Sheraton New Orleans  

Room: Grand Ballroom D/E - Fifth Flr.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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Scheduled Presentations at WSU @ NCA  

Graduate Students Anna Zimmerman, Bri-

an Bumstead and Stephanie Wideman.  
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Derek Bolen was awarded the Graduate Student 

Research Award. He is pictured with Interim Di-

rector of Graduate Studies, Dr. Pradeep Sopory, and 

Interim Chair, Dr. Loraleigh Keashly. 


